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THE  Village  Older  Persons  Action  Group  (VOPAG)  has  a  change  of  venue  for  the 
meeting  on  Thursday,  13th December  for  their  Christmas  meeting,,  which  will  include  entertainment  by  the 
South`Bucks U3A Jazz band.   Because of the likely disturbance to the people working in the Parish Council office, 
they are changing the venue for the December meeting only, to the Parish Church Hall in Church Lane.   The time is 
the same as usual 10.30 for coffee, with the meeting starting at 11 am.

A FUN NIGHT in Chalfont St Peter is on Friday 7th December with a Christmas tree at the bottom of Gold Hill 
Common and Christmas carols will be sung there, starting at 6pm with local school children participating.
A fun fair will be set up in the precinct from 6-9pm and many shops will be open and there will also be a 
Tombola.  Usually there are all sorts of specials on the night, so going round every place that is open, should 
produce lots of enjoyable experiences.
Free parking in the Church Lane car park will start on Saturdays, from the night of the 8th December, right 
through to Christmas, so doing your Christmas shopping in the village will be hassle free.
Fun Night is just that, so do go along and enjoy it.

WALKING through Chalfont St Giles I came across an amazing shop and was transfixed by the glittering array of 
bottles of all different colours and sizes, filled with all sorts of oils, (olive, nut, seed and legume), vinegars and a 

variety of alcohols either individual or blended.   The bottles are all different shapes and 
make superb gifts for special occasions or just because you want to give someone a nice 
surprise.
The shop is just beyond The Green and opposite The Crown.  I was told that it came to 
Chalfont St Giles because it is such a super place. This new retail concept, Vom Fass 
which has 4 branches in the UK, has arrived from Europe and is run on ethical lines 
offering a ‘green’ opportunity (in more ways than one!) is called Vom Fass which in 
German means ‘from the cask’.

Consequently, as you would expect with such a name, all their premium quality alcohol products including spirits, 
cocktail liqueurs, wines and even oils & vinegars are bottled ‘fresh’, straight from a cask or ‘on tap’ from large glass 
balloon vessels or traditional terracotta jars,

It can be both fascinating and fun when you visit a Vom Fass shop. You will be amazed by the 
displays of cocktails of all colours and country origins, the pyramid of miniature wooden casks 

filled with premium spirits, and lines of terracotta jars holding oils 
and vinegars sourced worldwide - selected not only for their taste 
but also for their therapeutic qualities! Shopping at Vom Fass is also 
like ‘good old fashioned shopping’ in the sense that it can be 
compared to a visit to a traditional English village butchers – you 
will find that the staff will be only too pleased to advise you on how to serve the various 
products and you will be heartily encouraged to sample the myriad of alcohols, oils and 
vinegars.

The green issue arises as your purchase can be bottled in any of the 70 Vom Fass glass 
bottles, of varying sizes and designs which can all be RECYCLED. The selection of bottles 
and stoppers is in fact amazing as there are both classic and quirky designs to suit all tastes. 
Once your ‘gourmet liquid’ is bottled, the Vom Fass staff will inscribe the contents on the 
bottle and if your purchase is for a gift, they will also add any personal message or greeting 
and gift wrap the bottle free of charge (except in December).

However, your ‘green’ Vom Fass shopping experience really begins when you or the recipient of any gift purchase has 
thoroughly enjoyed the bottled contents. This is because you or they can then return at any time to any Vom Fass shop 
with the empty bottle for it to be immediately ‘refurbished’ and refilled with any of the premium spirits, cocktails, 
wines, oils or vinegars as you wish….and this time, you can also enjoy saving money as you pay for the contents only!

DATES for the Scout and Guide Christmas Post:  Saturdays 1st, 8th and 15th December from 9.30a.m. to 12.30 
p.m. outside the Tile shop/ opposite Budgens.

THERE is free parking in Church Lane car park on Friday 7th December (Fun Night) and Saturdays 8th, 15th, 
and 22nd December so everyone can do their Christmas shopping in the village!
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TOTS Nearly New Sale at Chalfont St Peter Community Centre on Saturday 1st December from 10-12.  Many 
bargains to be had. For more details please call Julie Gillett on 07778 427518.

A SHOE sale will take place in the Church Hall, Church Lane from 10am-4pm on December 1st, where there will be a 
big selection of shoes for adults, also slippers and a new feature, bowls shoes. 

There are some really good  R.L.N.I Christmas cards available and quite a selection of good designs. To help this 
excellent charity,  please contact Jean Blake - 01494 874847 - jeanpblake@btinternet.com 

AT the Chalfont St Peter Fun Night on Friday, December 7th, the Youth Centre will be with members of NAG 
(Neighbourhood Action Group) in the Mobile Resource Unit in Church Lane. People are invited to come in, grab a hot 
chocolate or toasted sarni and see a display of some of the Youth Centre activities and videos of some of the projects 
the young people have taken part in. Of special note is the Animation Project called "The Generation Gap" which was 
made with members of VOPAG (Village Older Peoples' Action Group) and Chalfont Community College.

ON Saturday, December 8, there will be a Christmas Tree sale from 8am - 1pm in the St Joseph's church car park, 
Austenwood.  Delivery can be arranged. 
 
SIMPLY Walk is a VOPAG initiative to give you a chance to keep healthy in the company of like-minded active 
people. It takes place  on the first and third Fridays of each month, starting from the Community Centre at 10.30.   
Each walk lasts for about 45 minutes.

CHALFONT St Peter  Community Safety Group, together with the police, has been considering the next area of the 
village to be encouraged to become part of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme. In mid January Graham Johnson, one of 
our community police officers, together with members of the Community Safety Group, with be visiting 120 properties 
at the top end of Joiners Lane, Chestnut Close, Chestnut Walk, The Drive, Hill Grove, Joiners Way and Beacon Close 
to encourage residents, with the help of the police Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator to become part of this important 
aspect of crime prevention.
 
ENHANCE your computer skills by attending a series of talks on Computers and Computing,  The objective will be to 
give people a better understanding of computers and the maintenance they need.  As the course progresses, there might 
well be some detailed discussion about programs where they contribute to your understanding and development, but 
the first two talks will be more practical on a day-to-day knowledge level.  The first question we all ask is Why do 
young people seem to be able to do things automatically on computers and how can we do that also?

Question 2 is Can I break my computer by hitting the wrong button?  Question 3 – The basics of computers – how they 
work – what the various components are and their functions.  Question 4 Why computers become slow over time – 
how can we help avoid this happening or slow down the inevitability of ageing!!!.  Question 5 – the things we need to 
do to keep our computer healthy.   As you can see this is the way most of us want to go – understand the basics of 
staying in control of our machine!  There is a lot more content in the first two lessons and beyond that there will be a  
wealth of knowledge transferred from the two experts, John Puttergill and Simon Johnson to their 'trainees'.

John Puttergill may be known to many as the knowledge behind Chalfont Computers and he's rescued many a puzzled 
computer  owner  from their  despair.  His  association  with computers  and computing goes  back  to  the  mid  1970's 
although it only took off from about 1990 when he sold his business and found enough time to devote to the cursed 
machines! Initially he did a little consulting for friends, specialising in writing or customising accounting software. The 
consulting  projects  became  bigger  and  bigger  often  dealing  with  cutting-edge  systems.  Having  set  up  his  first 
Voiceover IP (similar to Skype) system in 1999 he decided that he should actually learn some of the theory behind 
networking ... and took a Cisco certification examination which he passed in spite of a 90% pass mark requirement. For 
the last 5 years he's worked mainly on domestic computers, gaining a better insight to how computers are used in the 
home .very different from the office environment! 3.5 of those years were as proprietor of Chalfont Computer Centre.

Simon Johnson was technical  Manager  of  Chalfont Computer  Centre and before  that  the head technician  for  PC 
Organic. He is currently the head of technical support at a major school that specialises in ICT. His knowledge covers 
most areas of IT, with things like Video Editing and Web Design as specialities. His approach to computing is very 
pragmatic preferring to deal with the way people are doing things rather than forcing them into new ways. There has 
never been a single right way, which is perhaps one of the things that make computing difficult ... if there was only one 
way to do things we could produce a book! There are many people in the Chalfonts who have effectively learnt their 
computing from Simon.      

They would like to start towards the end of January or beginning of February, so look out for the dates which will be in 
the relevant newsletter and also on the website www.chalfontstpeter.com/villagevoice   To register your interest in 
taking part in this great opportunity, you can contact  john@itsjustit.co.uk

CHALFONT St Peter Garden Club holds its meetings on the third Wednesday evening of the month, in the Church 
Hall, Church Lane, CSP at 8pm.  On December 19, there is a Christmas social evening in the Church Hall.
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THE Gerrards Cross Flower Club meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at The Memorial Centre, East Common, 
Gerrards Cross, at 2pm.  On Dec. 12 - is the Luncheon and A.G.M.

THE next Police Surgery at Budgens will take place on Tuesday 15th. January, 12 noon to 2 p.m. and as the visit last 
month of the police Crime Reduction Officer with his advice for personal safety and home security was so popular, we 
have decided to make this a regular theme. He will therefore be present with PC Clarke, a PCSO and a member of the 
CSP Community Safety Group in the front of the shop at the Market Place entrance on the 15th. January.

INTEGRA  nominated in Estate Agency of Year awards (again) .  Following their success in 
being voted top estate agent in Buckinghamshire in 2006 and scoring a remarkable 9.9 out of 10 
in an independent customer service survey carried out by the Ombudsman, Chalfont St Peter 
based  estate  agents  Integra  Property  Services  have  again  been  nominated  in  this  year 
awards.The final judging takes place in April next year.
Integra  can be contacted at  Integra House,  Lower Road, Chalfont St Peter,  Gerrards  Cross, 
Bucks SL9 9AL (free car parking on-site), by phone on 01753 480430 or 01494 872300 or by 
email at sales@integra-ps.com

CHALFONT ST PETER  now has its own historical display and this exciting new heritage 
project is to be known as the Celfunde Inheritance, which refers back to the early existence of its ancient history, with 
traces of Iron-Age and Roman habitation.    The earliest known reference is a Saxon Charter of 949 AD which calls it 
Ceadeles Funtan.    In the Domesday Book of 1086 it is referred to as Celfunde.  T  he museum, which is housed in the   
Parish  Council  offices  in  Mill  Meadow,  will  only be  open  for  viewing  between  10.00  -  12.00  p.m.  on  the  last 
Wednesday of each month.

An illustrated map of the Parish in the style of an illuminated manuscript of the Middle Ages is the centrepiece of the 
exhibition and images on the map reveal  how the village has evolved over many centuries.     A facsimile of the 
Domesday Book open at the Celfunde entry will be on display and there will be a special themed exhibit to introduce 
some of the more fascinating aspects of the history of the village and this exhibit will be changed periodically. 

Future developments are the launch of a  Living History project, the creation of a dedicated history web-site and a 
time-line chronicling 2000 years of life in Chalfont St. Peter set against a background of world events.   A permanent 
home within the village is our ultimate goal.

For further information please contact either Sandy Warren on 01753 885529, Linda Smith on 01494 874065, Pam 
Bacon on 01494 873550 or Tony Shinner on 01753 880100.

THE Buckinghamshire County Museum’s exhibition, Christmas Toy, Box, takes a nostalgic trip back to childhood and 
looks at toys and games from Victorian times to the present day. Some toys such as dolls, teddies, cars and trains, 
never go out of fashion, but do you remember the first electronic game Pong, the Stylophone and the Rubik’s cube? 
You will have fun recalling the toys from your past, such as, Dinky cars, Hornby trains, Sindy and Action Man, or toys 
based on popular television programmes and films from Star Wars to the Magic Roundabout AND whatever your age 
there will also be the opportunity to play with lots of traditional toys and games!
The Christmas holidays may need spicing up so Christmas Toy Box could be the answer to keep the kids interested. It  
runs from Saturday 1 December 2007 until Saturday 23 February 2008 at Buckinghamshire County Museum, Church 
Street, Aylesbury. The Museum is open Monday to Saturday 10am – 4pm (closed 25 – 26 December and 1 January).

THE  Friends of Chiltern Open Air  Museum meet in the Mary Smithells  Room of Chalfont St Peter  Community 
Centre, commencing at 8 pm and lasting no more than two hours. On Wednesday 5 December there is a speaker from 
the Pendon Museum, near Didcot. A fascinating place, with wonderfully detailed model railway layouts. (Seasonal 
refreshments at a small extra charge.) All are welcome to attend – a small charge of £2.50 per person is made - £2.00 
for  Friends of  COAM. Light  refreshments  are  available.  No pre-booking required  – just  turn up on the evening. 
However, any enquiries may be made to Jenny Ogden on 01494 793017. 

LAST Month Contact the elderly was featured in this newsletter.  A repetition of the information may be worthwhile 
as we approach Christmas, when often people are lonely who don't have family to visit. This charity aims to give frail, 
isolated,  elderly people companionship.  On the third Sunday of the month,  volunteers  collect  one or two elderly 
people from their homes and drive them to the home of that month's hostess.  About eight elderly folk and their drivers 
gather at the home of a volunteer host or hostess.  A welcoming cup of tea at 3pm is followed by a quiz and chat, then 
an afternoon tea with savouries, cakes and a cuppa.  At about 5pm the drivers take their guests home. The hope is that 
the elderly have enjoyed the companionship of people their own age and also of the younger drivers. For those who 
cannot  get  out  much,  or  don't  have  family  nearby,  it  provides  a  warm  and  receptive  experience.  
The charity is a national organisation with seven groups in Bucks, but still lots of potential guests who would benefit 
from  a  group  in  their  area.  If  you  think  you  could  host  a  tea  party,  drive  or  support,  please  contact  the 
Buckinghamshire Development Officer, Terry Gibson, on 01276 502611 or terry.gibson@contact-the-elderly.org.uk.  
If you think that you'd like to be a guest at such a tea party, contact your doctor in the first instance.  All the guests are 
referred to contact the Elderly by their GP or Age Concern. 

mailto:sales@integra-ps.com


ST JOSEPH'S Furniture Market made the following donations  this month:-
   Senior Citizens Christmas Party                                                          £250
  Wexham Park Ventilator Fund                                                             £400
  Church of the Holy Cross, Tambov, Russia.  (Carmelite)                     £350
  The Market is open every Saturday morning (except December 22nd & 29th), from 9.30 to 12.30. It is situated in 
Priory  Road,  the  first  building  past  St  Joseph's  church  car  park.  All  proceeds  are  donated  to  charity.
If you have furniture in good condition that you would like to donate to the Market, please phone 01494 872207.

PILATES classes in St Joseph's Church Hall are on Thursday afternoons at 1.30om.  Whether you are a beginner or 
already experienced with Pilates, you are welcome to join the class.  Prices are £34.50 for a block of six classes, but 
you are welcome to go to the first one at no charge to see whether or not it suits you.  Pilates is suitable for all ages and  
both sexes and will help you to build and tone your tummy and back muscles. Call Jeremy on 01494 672821for info.

THE Gerrards Cross Flower Club meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at The Memorial Centre, East Common, 
Gerrards Cross, at 2pm.  On Dec. 12 - is the Luncheon and A.G.M.

BUSY Bees Parent & Toddler Group is on Fridays 10-11.30  (drop in sessions in term time only) at Chalfont St Peter 
Community Centre. Babies and Toddlers welcome.  Baby corner, large garden, refreshments, juice and biscuits.  For 
more info please call Julie on 07778 427518 or just drop in.

CAREERS Springboard is a self-help group and regular participation in the Monday evening meetings should help to 
stimulate your job search skills.  The meetings also provide the opportunity for you to share your views and problems 
with  others.  Volunteers  are  available  to  give  personal  advice  and  appointments  should  be  booked  through  the 
administrator Chris White on careers.springboard@virgin.net   The Monday meetings take place 7.15 for 7.30pm at St 
Andrews United Reformed Church Hall, Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross.  On  November 4  the topic is Interviews 2.

TITHE BARN, on the other side of the bridge across the A413, has rooms to let, if you are looking for a venue for 
Parties, group meetings or one-off bookings for activities etc.  It is very competitive price-wise , for example weekdays 
and weekends are £8 per hour or £10 per hour after 6pm.  Telephone 01753 883712 to book or for more information.

THE LONDON & SLOUGH take food to the homeless, is struggling to get enough donations of sandwiches, fruit, 
biscuits and soft drinks, as many of the regular givers are away.  Help would be much appreciated if you can take 
donations of these items, sandwiches labelled please, to St Joseph's Priory in Austenwood by 4pm on Mondays. 

POP-IN meets every Thursday morning during term time from 10-11.30am in the Gold Hill Baptist Church and there 
is a crèche for babies and activities for pre-school children. This is a non-denominational group and all ladies are 
welcome to join the Thursday meetings.

CHALFONT St Peter and Gerrards Cross History Society holds it's meetings, generally one a month, on Fridays at 
8pm in  the  Memorial  Centre,  East  Common,  Gerrards  Cross.  Visitors  are  welcome  For  further  information,  the 
secretary can be contacted on 01494 873831
THE Gerrards Cross Sailing Association's programme until the end of the year is given below. The group meets on 
Wednesdays  8:15pm prompt  -  Bar  opens  7.30  pm inColston  Hall,  Memorial  Centre,  GX. Dec  5th  Cast  Off  for 
Christmas. Mulled wine – good company, short stories – judging of their summer photograph.

THE bus from Chalfont Caumpus through Chalfont St Peter and Denham to Uxbridge Station runs during College days 
only,  from  Chalfont  Common:  0800  and  09.05,  then  every  30  minutes  until  16.36,  17.55  and  18.35.
From Uxbridge Station08.30 then every 30 minutes until 17.00 and 18.00. It runs during term time and is a useful and 
reliable service for those who want to get to Uxbridge without hassle.

A BRIDGE  afternoon is being organised by the Chalfont St Peter Community Association in the CSP Community 
Centre hall on Wednesday 9th January at  1.30pm prompt.  Tickets are £12 per pair and afternoon tea is  included 
(sandwiches, home made cakes).  There will also be a raffle and there is, of course, plenty of parking.  Proceeds go to 
the community centre funds . Please book early and get your tickets in advance from 01494 972232 or 01753 885778. 

CHALFONT  Leisure Centre has a comprehensive range of facilities on your  doorstep and invites you  all to use 
them:To find out more please call: 01753 887812 or visit www.wll.co.uk

Sessions have been created to encourage men and women in the 50+ age group to take up sport and recreational 
activities in a sociable environment.  If  you are in the 50+ category or know of people who are and would like to 
attend the aerobic sessions,  it  is advisable to book in advance by contacting the Leisure Centre reception (details 
above).  Other  activities  offered  for  the  50+  age  group  are  Table  Tennis,  Badminton,  Short  Tennis,  Stretches, 
Conditioning and Swimming, so there's plenty to give you healthy exercise and enjoyment.

THANKS TO CHALFONT LEISURE CENTRE FOR PRINTING THIS NEWSLETTER
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