Thank you to Chalfont Office Direct for printing this
newsletter

Chalfont St Peter Village Voice April 2012
Editor: Elaine Quigley, 01753 886412
elainequigley@sky.com
www.chalfontstpeter.com/villagevoice
THE new charity shop that has opened in the precinct supports Helen & Douglas House, a charity celebrating 30 years of
care. The shop had an official opening with a moving tribute to Alex Pearson who was a pupil at Robertswood School
before he died in April 2010. Family members contributed to it in appreciation of the support given to him by the
charity.
It is worth popping in for a browse, as there is a well-stocked shop to explore.
There are fund raising events each month and the first one on the list is DayBreaker on Saturday May 19. This 13 and
26 mile team ramble goes through the heart of Oxfordshire’s stunning countryside. It will test you and your team’s
determination, stamina, map reading skills and team work – before you can relax with refreshments on the boat journay
back to Oxford. Your team will be provided with maps, t-shirts and finishers’ medals. For more information, please
contact Fiona – fashcroft@helenanddouglas.org.uk 01865 799150
LOCAL author DJ Kelly will be giving a talk, entitled ‘A Wistful Eye on Titanic’ at 7.45 pm on Monday 2nd April in the main
hall at Parish Council offices, Gravel Hill. Park in the Community Centre car park. The talk will explain how the author’s
family history research uncovered firstly the brutal murder of her great grandmother and then her great grandfather’s
rôle in building Titanic. The presentation will include slides depicting the construction of White Star liners Titanic &
Olympic, the hard and dangerous work of the shipyard workers and the harsh living conditions they endured in Belfast’s
working class districts.
DJ Kelly (Denise) will be signing copies of her novel ‘A Wistful Eye – The Tragedy of a Titanic Shipwright’, which is
unique amongst the current array of Titanic themed books, as it tells the true and moving human story of her Titanic
shipwright ancestor, and views the construction and demise of Titanic, and other momentous events of the turbulent
years of the early 20th century, from the perspective of a common man. With the kind permission & participation of
Chalfont St Peter Parish Council and Community Library, the talk is free. Before then, Denise will also be signing copies
of her book and chatting to customers at Gerrards Cross Bookshop from 11 am to 12.30 on Saturday 24 March. The
book is available (in stock) in paperback from Chalfont St Peter and Gerrards Cross bookshops, as well as to order from
Waterstones, Amazon and WH Smith etc.
THE London transmitter group switches to digital on 4th April 2012. You will need to convert your TVs to digital before
this date. Most people will not need a new TV or aerial (see below). Householders should therefore beware of doorstep
callers informing them that their aerials or other equipment will not be suitable for digital. If in doubt, contact a local
aerial specialist who is CAI approved (Confederation of Aerial Industries), or an electrical retailer.
Safety in the home
Will you need a new TV?
•

No, you don't need to get a new TV as almost any TV can be converted with a digital box, even black and white
ones and televisions without scart sockets. Your television needs to have either a scart or RF input.
Unfortunately if your television does not have either of these inputs it cannot be converted to receive digital
television.

Will you need a new aerial?
•

•
•

Most aerials should work after digital switchover, but a few may require an upgrade or new cable connections if
you decide to get Freeview. If you receive a good analogue signal now, it is likely that you will receive a good
picture after the switchover, as long as you have converted your equipment in order to receive digital.
If you do need a new aerial, installation is likely to cost around £60-£180, and an additional socket costs around
£45.
If you need to upgrade your aerial, look for an installer belonging to the Registered Digital Installer Scheme
(RDI), identified by the 'digital tick' logo. Registered Digital Installers are security checked and aerial experts. To
find one in your local area visit the RDI website at www.rdi-lb.tv or call Digital UK on 08456 50 50 50.

Eligible for the Switchover Help Scheme?
•

•

•
•

If you choose to use the Switchover Help Scheme, an engineer will need to come to your home. This visit will
only be made at the agreed appointment time scheduled with you. There will not be any unsolicited calls or
visits to your home.
All their engineers wear easily recognisable, branded, high visibility clothing and carry ID badges showing their
name, picture and details where you can check their authenticity. You can also agree a password to be used by
the engineer on arrival. Organise this when you book the appointment.
Appointments can be scheduled according to when a friend/relative is at home as well – if you wish
The Help Scheme contact centre can arrange for a chaperone to be present, if you wish. This might be a member
of the outreach team or volunteer from a local organisation, e.g. the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service (WRVS).
Further Information on the Switchover Help Scheme can be obtained by visiting helpscheme.co.uk or call 0800
40 85 900. Textphone users can call 0800 40 85 936. You can access the ‘Buying on the Doorstep’ guide from
the Office of Fair Trading at: http://bit.ly/w4hl5D

CHALFONT St Peter WI meets next on Wednesday 11 April in the Church Hall at 2pm, when Bob Harding-Junes will
present “Laughter in the village”. Visitors welcome.
Chalfont ST.PETER W.I. is celebrating its 90th year
We extend a warm welcome on May 12th in the Church Hall from 9.30 am -12pm.
display table, stalls, coffees, teas , raffle,
Come and meet us! Bring a friend and /or find a new friend.
CHALFONT Common WI reports that: Mike Payne gave a most interesting talk on the history of Pinewood for our March
meeting. We have had a very busy month. Our visit to Windsor Castle Kitchens and State rooms was a great success.
We had a very interesting talk while we had our coffee and biscuits, so avoided what was one of the few rainy days in
March. The kitchens and organisation around them are amazing and the State Rooms are sight not to be missed as they
have all been restored since the Great Fire in November 1992.
The Attic sale on the 17th went exceptionally well due to a lot of hard work by many of our members. The cake stall is
always very popular. We look forward to repeating our success again next year.
We had a walk round Sarratt and the Chess valley and several members went to The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Lunch at
Longueville Hall – Guest speaker Hugo Vickers gave an in depth account of the Royals over the last century.
In April we have the Annual Council Meeting at the Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury with the main speaker being Adam
Henson of Countryfile fame.
Our talk for April is on Northumberland and the Holy Island. Anyone interested in joining this lively group of ladies
please do come along on the first Thursday of the month to the Tony Graham Room at the Community centre – 7.30 for
7.45 or contact Chris on 01494 872133 for more information and we will make you very welcome.

CHALFONT ST. PETER NEEDS YOU!
We have an urgent vacancy for a Poppy Appeals Organiser to cover the Chalfont St. Peter area. The role means
overseeing and co-ordinating each annual Poppy Appeal run by our Branch.
People will be well aware that all funds raised for the Poppy Appeal is for the vital work of helping our country's
brave Armed Services personnel and their families. The majority of this money is either raised via the familiar collection
boxes seen in our local shops or, by wonderful volunteers either positioned in the street or by knocking on front doors
during the few weeks running up to November 11th.
If our Branch is unable to recruit someone for this post, regrettably our fund-raising ability for The Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal will be severely restricted and, ultimately, this will lead to less funds from the Chalfont St. Peter area
being raised for this wonderful charity. Over the years our Branch, with the wonderfully generous support of the people
of Chalfont St. Peter, has raised many, many, thousands of pounds. It would be an absolute tragedy if, in future years,
our community were not able to continue to raise similar amounts. ONE DOES NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
LEGION TO PERFORM THIS ROLE!
Members of our Country's Armed Forces, whilst risking their lives, do a wonderful job in protecting its people and are
continuing to do so. Now is your chance to help and assist them and their families.
If you feel you could assist us in some way we would love to hear from you? Please contact Keith Bowler, local branch
Chairman (01753 882519)
TRAFFIC lights in the centre of Gerrards Cross are to be altered to improve junction operation on April 10 and 11.
The signals at the junction of Packhorse Road, Station Approach, Ethorpe Close, and Station Road were installed in late
2010 and initial changes were made last September.
The latest set of improvements should have been undertaken at Christmas and both Buckinghamshire County Council
and Tesco apologise for the delay. Both the County Council and Tesco believe the signals to date have not caused
significant delays, however amendments are expected to improve the junction operation.
Some concerns have been raised regarding pedestrians using the junction. Both organisations are clear that all the
relevant guidance and safety audit procedures have been followed and are not aware of any safety incidents since the
junctions opened, however they will be inviting independent groups to review the junction from a pedestrian's
viewpoint for further reassurance.
Peter Hardy, Cabinet Member for Transportation, said, 'I am very disappointed that the improvements to the junction
now being made are three months later than planned and I look forward to them being undertaken and to the junction
at long last operating efficiently.'
Lizzie Field, manager of Tesco Gerrards Cross, said: "It is really important to me that customers can quickly, simply and
safely get in and out of Tesco when they come to do their shopping. The junction works fine at the moment but these
improvements will make it even better for our customers and anyone travelling through the town."

AMERSHAM Festival Chamber
Orchestra, Conducted by Ian
Ledingham, is celebrating 30
years offspring Concerts, with
The Marriage of Figaro by
W.A.Mozart. THURSDAY, 12th
and SATURDAY 14th April at
7pm in
The Great Hall, Royal Masonic
School for Girls,
Rickmansworth, WD3 4HF

874884
The Record Shop, 5 Woodside Road, Amersham, Bucks. Tel: 01494 433311
For more information: www.amershamfestival.org

For many people the Marriage
of Figaro is the greatest and
most lovable of all Mozart’s
operatic masterpieces. Based
on Beaumarchais’ play Le
Marriage de Figaro the opera
depicts a day in the life of the
Count and Countess Almaviva
in some of the most
memorable and life-enhancing
music ever written, with great
ensemble scenes and Finales,
which never cease to astonish
us by their richness and
variety. Directed by the hugely
talented Katherine Bond who
has worked for English Touring
Opera, the Royal Exchange
Theatre, Manchester, and at
the Royal Opera House, and an
outstanding cast of very
talented young singers from
the Royal Academy of Music
join our splendid Amersham
Festival Chamber Orchestra.
Tickets: £30 front three rows
of Hall and front two rows of
balcony, £25 Hall rows 4-8 or
Balcony rows 3-5 £20 Back five
rows of Hall
Tickets: The Box Office, AFoM,
67 Deanway, Chalfont St Giles,
Bucks, HP8 4JX Tel: 01494

THE FULL FESTIVAL PROGRAMME IS ON THE LEFT.

ROAD maintenance works on Maxwell Road, Beaconsfield will be done as part of the Transport for Buckinghamshire
(TFB) 'We're Working on It' programme. The work to improve the condition of the road and prolong its life, will involve

resurfacing repairs and is scheduled to start between 4-5 April. Weather permitting the work is expected to be
completed in two days.
Temporary traffic lights will be
in place between 9.30am to
3.30pm each day. Every effort
will be made to maintain access
for residents. Information signs
will be erected on site prior to
each stage of the works. If
works are delayed, advance
notice signs will be updated
to reflect any change in dates.
Further information about this work can be found on Transport for Buckinghamshire's Service Information Centre at
www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport or by calling 0845 230 2882.
OUR Community Library has been running rather successfully for the last 3 months, and the
working group are now keen to extend the service they have been providing. To this end, they
are asking for donations of new books you have enjoyed reading (published in 2010 or 2011,
please), new magazines once you are done with them, and boxed puzzles in good
condition.
The library team is very keen to improve on the service and facility they provide for our
community. They have a team of 60+ dedicated volunteers, but they are working on a limited
budget, and donations from our community would go a long way to helping them improve their
stock. They are also very keen to improve their Teenage section which has been sadly neglected
over the years and donations of teen novels, teen magazines and especially study

guides and work books would be put to very good use.

Please consider supporting this worthwhile cause!

KEITH BOWLER (pen name – C.S. Peters) will be signing copies of his two novels - On a Wing and a Prayer and Ever
Present Danger - on Wednesday 18th April from 11.00 am at The Chiltern Brewery, Terrick, Bucks (nr. Wendover).
Do go and meet him there and why not take the opportunity for a cup of coffee and also to see the Brewery's very fine
stock of beers, wines and other high quality products including cheeses, bread, sausages and fruit preserves.

CHALFONT ST GILES bowls club has 3 open days when you are invited to try your hand at bowling. These are Sunday 6th
May between 10am and 12 noon and Saturday and Sunday 12th and 13th May, between 10am and 12 noon. The bowls
club is at Crossleys just of Bowstridge Lane near the playing fields phone Mike Alderton on 01753 400011 or Norman
Clare on 01753 886484
THE GERRARDS CROSS Flower Club Meets in the Colston Hall Memorial Centre at 2.15 on April 18, when the speaker will
be Cherie Mendis , on the subject “ A Load of Old Tate”. Visitors welcome: entrance £5.00.
CAREERS SPRINGBOARD THE CHILTERNS, SOUTH BUCKS & HIGH WYCOMBE SELF HELP GROUP FOR MANAGERS AND
PROFESSIONALS SEEKING WORK
April 2 What is the Employer looking for ?
A panel of executives answer members’ job search questions.
rd

A new programme will be published in April for meetings starting Monday 23 April 2012.

Careers Springboard meetings take place 7.15 for 7.30pm each Monday at St Andrews’s United Reformed Church Hall,
Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7 QE. Free Membership. New Members Welcomed.

SOUTH Bucks Choral Society, as part of the Amersham Festival, presents Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn on Saturday 21st
April 7.30 pm, in The Great Hall, Royal Masonic School for Girls, Rickmansworth.
Soprano Fiona Howell, Alto Emma Carrington, Tenor Trystan Griffiths , Bass Alistair Ollerenshaw, Conductor: Iain
Ledingham Together with the
Amersham Festival Chamber Orchestra - Leader: Charlotte Edwards
Tickets £20 & £16 Available from Steve Wilcock 01494 722122, choir members or Amersham Festival Box Office 01494
874884
GERRARDS CROSS Sailing Association meets in the Colston Hall of the Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre, East
Common, SL9 7AD, on Wednesdays at 8.15pm.The bar opens at 7.30. To find out about the illustrated talks that are held
at each meeting, please go to http://www.gxsa.org.uk/prog.htm

THE Chilterns Community Group of GP's has a meeting on Wednesday 25th April at the CSP Community centre from 1 2.30pm about improving local health care. If people want more information the telephone number is 01494 734554 or
on line pccadmin@nhs.net Just turn up.
Amersham HS2 group is holding a quiz in the Amersham Free Church Sycamore Road 7.30pm 28th April. 01494
432059. If you would like to go, it is essential to book your table.
THE Chiltern Shakespeare Company's performance of Macbeth at Hall Barn, Beaconsfield takes place in June. Surplus
funds from this year's production will be donated to Iain Rennie Grove House Hospice Care, which is a very worthwhile
local cause. Contact: Tel: 01628 52589, email: meriel.riseley@sky.com
AT the February meeting of St Joseph's Furniture market the following donations were made;
Thames Hospicecare - £500, Catholic Free School for the Chalfonts & Gerrards Cross Appeal - £300 and National Kidney
Research Fund - £300.
The Market is on every Saturday 9am-12.30 entrance off Priory Road. Park in St Joseph’s church car park.
A HELP For Heroes Charity event “HER MAJESTY’s MUSIC JUNE 3rd 2012
This is a major celebration of The Jubilee in the Gardens and Thames Suite Theatre of The Bull Hotel Gerrards Cross. As
well as a musical treat, the day will be an acknowledgement and thank you for the sixty years of dedicated service from
a very amazing lady,
It starts with an afternoon street party including the Chalfont and Gerrards Cross Rock Choir, music and dancing, and
then the evening cabaret concert containing top twenty hits of Her Majesty’s reign, plus “The Last Night Of The Proms,”
all of which is under the musical direction of Jennifer Morton. All the profits to Help For Heroes in recognition of the
debt we owe our armed forces. A debt which continues to increase.
Rehearsals will start after Easter. We, look forward to welcoming you aboard for this very special event. If you have any
questions call John on 01753 888666 or johncdraper@aol.com
THE Chalfonts Friendship Club is for people who are retired/of retirement age to meet to share company. It is focussed
on reaching out and promoting companionship and sharing amongst people in our local Community.
We get together every month at the Chalfont St Peter Community Association and have regular Outings, Theatre Trips,
Sunday Lunches, Quiz Evenings, Talks on Art, Days Out & Visits to Stately Homes & Seaside. All welcome. Interested, or
know someone who might be, please contact Pat Kelly 01753 885534 or Mary Cross on 01494 875264.
THE local group for National Trust members meets on the 2nd Friday of each month. They meet one month in Gerrards
and the next month in Chalfont St Peter. For further information contact 01494 872204.
GET running! Sign up for 10 weeks up-front for just £20 (Nexus members) or £25 (non members). The next session
begins 30th #April at Chalfont St Peter Leisure Centre, Wednesdays at 70m. Tel: 01494 791779.
SMALL changes to the way we live with far-reaching results are being championed by Buckinghamshire County Council.
They aim to save families money on household budgeting while helping to improve the community environment.
The council aims to recruit volunteer champions to encourage residents to:

** Reduce the amount of food thrown away.
** Cut energy costs and carbon emissions.
** Combat litter.
In the UK we throw away one third of the food we buy: we cook or prepare too much, we half-finish food, or we let it go
off, says the Love Food Hate Waste campaign. Recruitment has just started for volunteer Community Food Champions to
spread the 'love food hate waste' message around their communities, and to encourage residents to 'eat local' and
'grow your own'. It is a Buckinghamshire Waste Partnership initiative.
February marks the start of a recruitment drive by the county and district councils to build a corps of volunteer
Community Energy Champions to help residents save money and improve the environment.
Their objective will be to encourage friends, family and neighbours to be more aware of how much energy they can save
at home, resulting in lower fuel bills and cuts in CO2 emissions.
They'll be trained in simple measures people can take at home to save energy, like switching off equipment when not in
use, choosing energy-efficient appliances, and getting homes insulated. It's all designed to help communities work
towards national carbon reduction and renewable energy targets.
Also on the horizon is a Waste Partnership 'Love Where You Live' campaign to encourage pride in people's communities,
with an emphasis on attitudes towards litter and action against litter.
Buckinghamshire councils spent £4 million collecting around 6,500 tonnes of litter in 2010/11, which cost the County
Council another £500,000 in disposal and landfill tax.
Money for these projects has come from the county council's Big Society Fund.
If you would like to be involved, please email your details to sustainability@buckscc.gov.uk indicating in which scheme
you are interested.
Food Champions campaign has been given £13,500 funding for training sessions, toolkits and a reward scheme.
Energy Champions scheme has been given £22,000 funding to train volunteer champions, and for resources, toolkits and
a reward scheme.
Love Where You Live has been given £13,000 funding for school and community toolkits, anti-litter tools like portable
ashtrays, chewing gum wraps, and car litter bags, Pride of Bucks Awards, and awareness publicity.
BACK the Buckinghamshire beacons!
Buckinghamshire has the chance to back the beacons to mark the Queen's Diamond Jubilee next June. The aim is to
have 60 Jubilee Beacons lit across the county to celebrate the Queen's big event on June 4, 2012, and already 21 villages
have registered to say they will build and light a beacon.
Mr Colston said: 'Sixty beacons means around one for every mile of Buckinghamshire from north to south. With more
than 160 parishes in the county, we could be inundated with registrations. But I'd urge communities not to leave it to
the next town or village: get cracking with your own!'
The first community to register was Ley Hill, near Chesham, where Parish Councillor Neil Lamond, who is leading the
organisation of celebration events, said: 'We had a beacon commissioned for the Queen's Golden Jubilee and felt it
worked really well. We wanted to create a symbol for the village and give a vocal point to the centre whilst bringing the
community together within the common.'
Mr Colston said Buckinghamshire's 60 beacons would be among a chain of at least 2,012 lit across the United Kingdom
to ensure the whole country celebrates at the same time. 'A beacon chain is a symbol of unity across communities, and
your local beacon could make an excellent a central focus for your celebration event,' said Mr Colston.
Beacons can be registered at www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk and the deadline is April 30, 2012. The County Council
is running an online calendar of jubilee events, and residents can add their beacon, street party or celebration event by
emailing buckscc2012@buckscc.gov.uk or by calling 0845 370 8090.
Every officially registered beacon will have their beacon location in a special book given to the Queen by Buckingham
Palace after the event. The Queen is only the second monarch in British history to celebrate her Diamond Jubilee. The
first was Queen Victoria, who celebrated 60 years on the throne in 1897. In 1897 beacons were lit nationally to celebrate
her Diamond Jubilee, and in 1977 and 2002 beacons were lit to celebrate The Queen's Silver and Golden Jubilees.
TELL Us Once.......Because your time matters When a loved one dies, it can be a stressful and upsetting time for those
left behind and that stress can often be made worse by the amount of paperwork that has to be filled in, and the
numerous repetitive calls that inevitably need to be made. Buckinghamshire County Council aims to take away some of

that stress thanks to a new service called 'Tell Us Once' which will help you notify a number of different local and central
government departments in one go.
The service will be offered by the County Council's Registration Service to people who are registering a death. The
registrars will take the information on behalf of all the Councils in Buckinghamshire who are working together to provide
this service for local residents. This could include telling council housing departments, adult services, income support,
libraries, driver and vehicle licensing agencies and passport services that someone has died.
After the death registration has been completed, the registrar will begin the first part of the 'Tell Us Once' process. This
will take around five minutes where basic details will be taken about the deceased, similar to those taken for the death
registration.
There will then be two choices; people can go onto to complete a full 'Tell Us Once' interview where the registrar will
input further details and complete the whole process. The information is then passed to the Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP) who will notify all the local and central government departments that need to know. Or, if people do
not wish to complete the process whilst with the registrar, they will be given a unique reference number and can call the
DWP themselves to complete the process at a later late.
Buckinghamshire County Council Cabinet Member for Community Engagement, Martin Phillips, said; "The Registration
service is key in ensuring a death is registered quickly and efficiently, it is ideally placed to offer this additional service to
the bereaved to help ease the administrative burden people have at this sad time."
BEHIND Closed doors
National reports on all types of abuse are constantly in the media. Buckinghamshire County Council are running a
campaign across the county to raise awareness of adult abuse and what can be done to protect vulnerable people.
"It really is everybody's business", says Charles Owen-Conway, chair of the SVAB (Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults
Board). "What's tragic is witnessing abuse but not knowing what to do about it, or worse assume that someone else will
deal with it. So our aim with the campaign is to make people aware that adults are abused in different ways, what they
can do about it and how we can protect people."
We should all feel safe in our own home, but for some people it can be a teriifying place rather than a place of of cosy
comfort.
When Mary's ex-partner wouldn't accept their relationship was over and his behaviour became threatening she knew
who to turn to for help.
"He grabbed my dog and held a knife to its throat", says Mary. "I was very scared and it really upset me. I kept thinking
that next time it might be me".
Mary is supported by Buckinghamshire's Adult Social Care team because she has a learning difficulty so she immediately
turned to her social worker who dropped everything to concentrate on making sure Mary was safe.
The Housing Association from whom Mary rents her home, replaced her glass-panelled front door and put in a spy hole,
social services paid for and installed a video camera so she could monitor who was outside.
"I don't want to be driven out of my own home", says Mary, "and although I am still nervous when unexpected visitors
knock on the door I do feel much safer with the added security and knowing that there are people there to help me."
"Knowing who to contact and getting a fast response in an abusive situation can prevent a bad situation getting worse"
says Patricia Birchley, cabinet member for Health and Wellbeing. "It's why we are running a campaign to make people
aware that we have a careline number and that the statutory services work together to resolve issues and make people
feel safe."
More information can be found on the SVABs website: www.bsvab.org.The careline number is confidential and free
from BT landlines. Call 0800 137915

The story in this article is true but has been anonymised. The mother of the person involved is available for interview if
anonymity can be guaranteed.
SVAB is a multi-agency body represented by the Police, Health, Fire, Probation, CQC (Care Quality Commission), care
provider agencies and local authority organisations. Responsibilities include training, prevention, carrying out serious
case reviews and development of safeguarding across the partnership.

