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THE best way to sum up reaction to the super 
Feast Day activities on June 27th is to let people speak for themselves.   Where the names are 
available they are included, but all these comments were received by the Parish Clerk and here they 
are for readers to nod in agreement.        
THE whole day has run like clockwork.  It nearly never happens like that. Co-djs.  – 

It’s great that a range of age groups are all involved. - Wonderful – weather amazing, Robin Wilson.   

All stalls are local people making it happen, Jill 
Stott.  

All day been great. Nice to see it back 
(remembered from 78), Ian Cheshire. 

Lovely, lovely, lovely day, Luke Amos age 6.   

I’m from South Africa and am very impressed with 
what I have seen here today.  Good luck and God 
Bless.   Thoroughly enjoying the event, Marlene 
Zeelie visiting Karen Dickson,   

Maybe leave it till a bit later in the morning before 
testing the mikes and music, Resident from 
Gold Hill East.  Enjoyed the whole day especially 

games and dog show, Heather Randall  Age 15. 

I did a country dancing display with two of my friends. Really enjoyed walking round and winning prizes, 
Laura Shotaj age 9. 

I watched some of my friends do gymnastics, then I did a country dancing display with some friends from my 
after school club.  I won 3 boxes of Pringles, Louise Williams Age 9.  

Cheerleading, Emma White age 12. 

Winning an inflatable hammer, Rosalind Lane age 12. 

So glad that Feast Day has been a success.  It’s bigger and better than ever before. We’ve really enjoyed all 
the entertainment as there is something for everybody.  Roll on next year! Heidi Loveland and Cat Creaby  
age16. A wonderful event – it’s brought the whole of the village together.  Well done to all the organisers and 
stall holders, Joyce P. 

The day was very well organised leading up to the 
event and on the day.  Communication with Shirley 
was efficient.  Previously I have been informed the 
event was not very popular but there were swarms of 
people on the day and a huge success!  Jenny 
Dorney-Kingdom Nexus Community.  

Brilliant Day! Good to see so many from the village 
enjoying the facilities we have here and are so proud 
of – good use of the common.  This sort of thing builds 
community spirit.   Well done to those who have 
worked so hard to make today a success!  Looking 
forward to next year.   Often we don’t realise what a 
great community we have – so many organisations – 
great!  A huge success – I haven’t seen a Feast Day 
event like this in 40 years.  Perfect weather too! JLH.   
A great day, long overdue, the village has been waiting 

for the return of this event for many years.  Brilliant.  Mel Barnet.   
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This years Feast Day extravaganza was everything we hoped it would be as a focal point and event for all 
the community. Over 70 diverse and interesting stalls, representatives from various community groups, great 
displays from local schools and others including sport, music from local bands and the excellent Platinum 
ABBA.  As President of the Chamber of Commerce it was an honour to be involved. There’s to next year! 
  Michael Day.   
A beautiful warm sunny day.  Lots of things to do and a lovely atmosphere!   Well done to all.

Having just had a wonderful day on Goldhill Common, I would like to express the thanks of my whole family 
to those who organised the Feast Day. It was a great event, a real credit to the Council.  The concert in the 
evening was an inspired idea, and finished off a memorable day. I felt a real sense of community as so many 
people made the effort to return to the Common and enjoy the entertainment after the deluge!

Congratulations and thanks again to the organisers, and we hope the success inspires more such 
investment in local events. The Langton Family, Chalfont St Peter

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AT the Parish Council AGM in May, Cllr Linda Smith reported on what has been happening in the village as 
the Action Groups carry out their tasks. A current example of joint working is the group who organized the 
Feast Day, which was clearly a great success and the combined effort to successfully save our Post Office in 
Chalfont Common was another success.  The help given the PCT to distribute their questionnaire on the 
future of our hospital was most useful and as a result they had more responses than on any other occasion 
and were commended for their efforts. Local people are currently working with the Parish Council on a 
Village Design Statement.

The main task for the Action Groups is to work on what is called a Market Town Healthcheck, a document 
which will set out the action plans of each of our groups into the future.   Each group has come up with 
current projects, achievable projects, ambitious projects and pipe dream projects, accompanied by a 
questionnaire which residents were asked to complete.     Surrounding this action plan will be a document 
setting out a picture of Chalfont St. Peter – its history, its present and what we would like to see in the 
future.    It has four headings – Environment, Traffic & Transport, Community & Leisure and Economy which 
are the issues which must be considered within these documents.   Other such documents either completed 
or being completed in Chiltern are Little Chalfont, Great Missenden, Chesham, Amersham on the Hill, 
Amersham Old Town and Chalfont St. Giles.

The Community Safety Group  -   Again they have been continuing to set up additional Neighbourhood 
Watch schemes in the village.    If any of you would like to set up one in your road, please see Tony Shinner 
after the meeting.    The police surgeries in Budgens have also continued.     They have this year also 
worked with the Police Neighbourhood Action Group, at one time considering amalgamating but deciding that 
they each had their place in the village, but they each have a representative who attends each others 
meetings.   They are investigating parking around schools and speed limits both of which reflect on 
community safety. 
Environment Group  -  Work continued to be carried out in and alongside the river following the Heritage 
Lottery Grant awarded to this group.    Hundred of bulbs were planted by volunteers and the garden club of 
the Middle School.   De-clutter days were arranged to clear the river beds when many young people from the 
Youth Club came to help.    Around 60 people turned up for the first day which astonished BCTV who were 
paid to organise the event.   They said that in their experience this was an exceptional turn out.     An exciting 
outcome of this work is the formation of a River Misbourne Action Group who will now take this forward.

 



Heritage Group  -  has been looking at ways of promoting the history of the village following the launch of the 
exhibits in this building.    Last year they took part in the Open Air Museum Roman weekend on August Bank 
Holiday, taking over the Northolt Barn for 3 days and putting on an exhibition of the Romans in Chalfont St. 
Peter, concentrating on the Roman coin haul found in Welders Lane and the possible roads skirting our 
village.     They are currently working on a history badge with the guides and hopefully this will also be of 
interest to local schools.   One of the parents remarked after the first week that her daughter had talked of 
nothing else all week

and hopefully they will now see the village in a different light when they walk around it.    Future ideas include 
changing or adding to the exhibits outside including a wall of famous faces from the past, who have lived in 
the village but to do this we will need funding 

 Transport & Traffic -  is continuing to report potholes and cracked pavements to the County Council, and to 
investigate parking problems and lack of public transport in the village.   The loss of the bus service from 
Newland Park once the University moves out will affect many residents.   The Group takes part in many 
consultations effecting transport and traffic issues and are currently obtaining feedback from residents about 
the lighting switch off trials now taking place.

Vopag   -  is still going from strength to strength with monthly meetings where residents are able to talk about 
any concerns they may have and speakers are brought in to outline current issues affecting older people.   
Recently an officer from Chiltern District Council attended to talk about their free swimming programme for 
the over 60's.    They have also taken part in the River Misbourne declutter days by providing the 
refreshments to the volunteers.     Vopag also held a special meeting with the PCT to discuss the future of 
our hospital and was able to put forward the problems faced by the elderly in accessing medical care with 
little available transport and what would be important to them to be provided locally. 
Youth  -  There is now a network of approx. 40 volunteers and large numbers of young people attending at 
the Tithe Barn on the 3 evenings of the week they are open.    They have reached a peak of 192 in one week 
and usually average around 160.     Over the past few weeks they have converted one of the upstairs rooms 
into a quiet room to be used for counselling young people who come to them with problems.    This is being 
done in partnership with an organisation called Way In and is a very useful addition to the Youth Club. 
                                

ST PETER Players' next production is a musical called 'A Man of No Importance' in the Community Centre

from Thursday 23rd July to Saturday 25th July. The music is terrific, the story is funny,poignant and thought-
provoking. Our cast includes many young performers (several being from Amersham College) being directed 
by Ruth Corner, so a show full of energy and enthusiasm is guaranteed.

Box Office contact is John Sharp on 01753 892310 or johnmsharp@supanet.com  

CHALFONT St Peter Garden Club has coach outings during 2009 for Club members, their spouses and 
friends, so if you fancy joining in and you are not a member, it might be worth joining.  Membership of the 
Garden Club is only £6, with a joining fee of £2 and this gives you monthly meetings and the Club hut for 
purchasing most of your garden needs at competitive prices (members only), and of course the 
outings:  Thursday, July 16th to Borde ill Gardens – Haywards Heath.   These Events are arranged by Mr K 
Gould, Tel: 01753 884012 and are in each month’s Club newsletter.

THE GERRARDS Cross Flower Club met, as usual, on the 3rd Wednesday of the month on June 17th. The 
competitions were won by Ann Hall for the novice class, Elizabeth Legge for the intermediate and Diana 
Tappin for the advanced. The next meeting will be on JULY 8th (NOT 15th) when Glennis Smith, an area 
demonstrator, presents "Summer Time Special". The competition for members is entitled "Summer 
Sensation".

We always welcome guests to our monthly meetings. For details please phone Pam Houchen on 01753-
884190.

ON July 4th the Flower Club is holding a Race Evening in aid of Breast Cancer Care in the Colston Hall, 
Memorial Centre. East Common, Gerrards Cross at 7.00.pm. Tickets £12.50 to include supper. There will be 
a licensed bar. For tickets please contact Stella on 01753-887933 or Gloria on 01753-885788.

A DOUBLE BED and a two-seater cream sofa, with fire retardant treatment are yours for the taking.  I have 
been asked to find out if anyone would like to avail themselves of this opportunity to acquire two items in very 
good condition, by just collecting them. If you would like to know more, please contact me on 01753 886412. 

VOPAG’s next meeting Tuesday, July 21 in the CSP COMMUNITY CENTRE. Coffee ~10am, Meeting 
~10.30.
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CONGRATULATIONS to the children from Robertswood School who raised over £2,500 from the Football 
Day for the William Fleming fund and the Pavement Artist Competition raised over £200.

PARENTING MATTERS AT JUGGLERS CAFÉ  10.00am - 11.30am every Thursday during summer term 2009 at: Gold 
Hill Baptist Church, Gold Hill Common East, Chalfont St Peter Tel: 01753 887173
Parenting Matters at Jugglers’ Café - Coffee, cake  and chat with free creche available Inspirational talks and parenting 
tips

Special Events ~  Parenting Workshops  ~  Pop-In talks: Parenting ~  FREE creche for babies and pre-schoolers.

July 16 Walk & Picnic in the grounds of WEC @ Bulstrode Park, GX
2-hour workshops running morning and evening:
Jun 22 Surviving (or making the most of) the school holidays.
For booking and info call Katrina Reading on 01753 887173

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6
July 2 Social activities and children,,,Dilys Saunders
July 9 Building memories for children,,Jan Gaukroger

LEARNING Can Be Fun. Try this out at the FREE fun day at Burnham Library  Saturday, 4 July11 am – 4pm

New community facilities have been built at Burnham Library in Windsor Lane thanks to funding from the Big 
Lottery. The library has been redesigned to include special areas for children, teenagers and adults. There 
are now separate rooms for adult education classes and community meetings and in addition volunteers are 
busy creating a wildlife area.  The Fun Day has been organised to so that the local community can see the 
‘new’ library facilities for themselves.

There will be something for everyone at the fun day: teenagers are invited to enter the day long Wii 
Tournament, families will be shown how to make mini or massive kites, and for the more artistic there will 
flower arranging when people will learn how to make inexpensive but beautiful arrangements  - and to take 
their finished work home.

It is hoped that the free fun day will inspire local people to take part in the wide range of learning and leisure 
activities now available at Burnham Library.

For further information please visit the Library, call 0845 2303232 or visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/libraries.

Bob Older writes: MISBOURNE River Action volunteers continued the task of tending the river corridor 
through the Chalfonts.  Feedback on our efforts has been most encouraging and it is good to see Stone 
Meadow with continuing good flow well beyond the pond, and the stretch north of Chalfont St Peter centre 
clean, a little more open, and host to colonies of newts and other wildlife.

This is an important time in our campaign.  The Chiltern Society has tabled proposals to the EA to deal with 
the leaky mill leat upstream of Mill Lane – strongly vindicated by the success this year of our own temporary 
measures – and also to address other bed problems between Amersham and Chalfont St Giles.   This 
initiative coincides with the national “Our Rivers” campaign which aims to ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to influence the River Basin Management Plans to be signed by the Secretary for the 
Environment later this year.  Readers can find Our Rivers at www.ourrivers.org.uk and will be able to view 
both our and The Chiltern Society’s position statements regarding the River Misbourne.

Meanwhile we will carry on with our current efforts; our next organised work day is to be Sunday 12th July. As 
always we welcome new volunteers and supporters of any age.  More details are available on our website 
www.misbourneriveraction.org or contact me at bob@theolders.co.uk , Tel: 01753 885131.  In particular, we 
would be delighted to hear from anyone willing and able to assist with a group based at Amersham. 
CHALFONT St.Peter W.I.
The August outing to Hampton Court Palace is organised for the 4th,leaving the Church Hall  at 9.30 a.m.
The Bursary was drawn  by Mr Lee and won by Mrs.Chamberlain. Great!  The Bulb scheme orders have 
been collected by Maureen Dobbs.  The Chinese Auction for the St.Peter,s Feast Day is up and running.  All 
we need is the sunshine.  Mrs.Judy England gave an interesting report of her day at the Royal Albert Hall for 
the A.G.M.
Maureen Lipman, was among the varied speakers on the programme.  Subs. are NOT going up next year!
Mr.David Lee showed  photos of the  Falklands Islands Life and Wildlife.  A very windy place to live, with very 
few trees but lovely beaches. Lots of birds including King and Emperor Penguins and Albatross. Next month. 
Flower arranging with Mrs.Ann Middleton. Is at 2.15 on July 8th in the Church Hall.  The Produce Cup is for 
a"Bowl of Delights" on a 12inch round plate. Visitors welcome.
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CHALFONT COMMON W.I reports that at the June meeting they celebrated 6 birthdays and reported on a 
most successful bring and buy sale and coffee morning in Tina’s beautiful garden at which £128 was raised 
for Macmillan Nurses. Future outings in June and July will be to the Hearing Dogs Centre at Saunderton, 
Wyvedale Garden Centre, Wendover. They will be visiting another member’s garden and going on an 
“orchids” Wendover walk with a visit to Hall Barn Minstrels Gallery and a summer supper party also being 
arranged. Their drama group is starting to plan a Xmas performance to the group.

Their speaker, Martin Sorot Smith, dressed in full Tudor regalia as Lawrence Washington, ancestor of 
George Washington and gave a most fascinating and stimulating talk on “Daily Life in Tudor Times”.  He 
recounted that in 1539 just £324.14shillings had been paid to King Henry VIII for the whole estate of 
Sulgrave and two villages consisting of 2,500 acres.  Infant mortality was 60%, only one in ten living till 40 
and childbirth the biggest killer of women.  The harvest was vital as bread was the staple diet, a bad harvest 
spelling death.  The diet lacked vitamins and calcium causing bad teeth, adding to the general stench of 
unwashed bodies and clothing.  Lice, all manner of bugs, insects, rodents etc. were rife. He described the 
clothes worn by the moneyed classes - a velvet cloak, silk-lined with fur trimmings worn indoors and out, the 
trunk hose packed with wool, and the cap with ostrich feather which displayed wealth as up to £500 could be 
spent on one feather from South Africa.  All this delivered by Mr. Sorot Smith with great panache - a most 
enjoyable evening.

They meet on the first Thursday of each month in the Tony Graham room at the Chalfont Community Centre 
at 7.30 for 7.45.  Visitors welcome. 

FRIENDS OF CHILTERN OPEN AIR MUSEUM offer you a great opportunity to visit the GARDENS OF THE 
MANOR HOUSE, BLEDLOW by generous invitation of LORD & LADY CARRINGTON, in aid of Chiltern 
Open Air Museum Saturday 4 July 2009 2.00 pm – 5.30 pm Admission £5.00 – Children ½ price Described 
by the Royal Horticultural Society as “one of the greatest gardens of our times”. There are four parts: 
first, the garden 'proper' round the house, enclosed by hedges of beech, hornbeam or yew. Next comes the 
walled garden with a gazebo in the centre whose eight trellised posts are planted with rambling roses and a 
central grass walk, lined with apple trees trained as spheres around a wire globe. The third part of the garden 
is quite different - 2½ acres of sculpture garden, where the land has been contoured to maximise the 
movement of the surface, and give contrasts of height and depth. The presiding spirit is a life-size gorilla by 
Michael Cooper. The fourth part is four acres of water garden, with 13 springs which issue from its sides - 
the headwaters of the River Lyde. The steep valley sides are thickly planted with shrubs and herbaceous 
plants and a wooden walkway takes you round the edge of the lakes at the bottom. Visitors will be able to 
wander round at leisure, and afternoon tea will be available. Book the date now – further information will 
be available on the Chiltern Open Air Museum website – www.coam.org.uk/ - or contact Gill Cassidy on 
01844 344461. 

Address; The Manor House, Bledlow, PRINCES RISBOROUGH, HP27 9PB  Location; off B4009

THROUGH The Wardrobe Children’s Theatre Company is now registering for September 09, Theatre 
classes for children aged 6-14 years.  Check the website for prices/class times.   
www.throughthewardrobe.com  Register before the end of June to receive a free trial class.  Call Nicki on 
01753 892000. 

FRANCES Chidell shares her experience of  Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare at the Open Air 
Theatre at Hall Barn, Beaconsfield. June 10 to 13 and 17 to 20. I¹ve seen this play but I¹ve never seen the 
plot revealed as clearly as at Hall Barn, thanks to the thoughtful presentation and direction by Phillip 
Sheahan 
Familiar actors from previous Chiltern Shakespeare productions and from Beaconsfield Theatre and 
Beaconsfield Young Theatre were reinforced by a number of talented youngsters, Romeo (Lawrence Green) 
and Juliet (Jennie Christo) among them. The diction was distinct so the dialogue in between the well-known 
speeches was filled in, and we got the full picture. Also, being dressed in 1930s style, it was readily 
accessible and scored a point for abandoning Tudor costume. Gang members wore natty black hats and 
waistcoats.
Making for even clearer understanding, the principal adult characters, the Montagues, (Tony Fearn in 
impressive mood, and Serena Spencer-Jones), and the Capulets, (Jeff Baynham and Louise Kavanagh), 
and their headstrong children, performed on a raised bandstand while the rival gangs hurled insults and 
knifed each other on the ground in front. How the bandstand came to life when guests at the Capulets¹ 
masked ball danced to a ¹30s foxtrot! Romeo gatecrashed it knowing his admired Rosaline would be there.
Espied as a hated Montague his host would not have him disparaged: ³He shall be endured.² It was of 
course at this ball he fell for Juliet. Busy Friar Lawrence, (Antony Sendall), gathering his herbs and 
sympathetic to the lovers, repeatedly advised caution.
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A dramatic highlight was Lord Montague completely losing patience with Juliet. Already secretly married to 
Romeo, she had refused to agree to his plans that she should marry the suitable Count Paris (Rory Morrin). 
Jenny Quille gave a subtly amusing performance as the Nurse while Karim Kronfli made Mercutio his own 
and his death, well done indeed, began the decline.
The lovers had both talked of death in the romantic context of dying for love. In the second act, as the sun 
went down, real death drew inexorably closer to them and to others. After the corpses were carried off there 
was a
note of hope for the future: Montague and Capulet shook hands and Montague resolved to raise Juliet a 
statue in pure gold.                 

 
FRANCES Chidell has also been to hear The Navarra Quartet.  The musicians were ~ Xander Van Vliet 
(violin); Marije Pleomacher (violin); Simone van der Giessen (viola) and Nathaniel Boyd (Ocello). Jordans 
Music Club in the Jubilee Hall, Seer Green on June 14.
I speak for the elder generation of concertgoers when I say that for innocent pleasure, chamber music on an 
English summer evening is hard to beat. A full house heard this quartet of prizewinning young musicians play 
with striking verve and energy  and spot-on accuracy. Their impressive crescendos and diminuendos added 
to the drama of the three works.
I asked my neighbour if it were heresy to prefer Ravel¹s Quartet in F (1902) to Mozart¹s Quartet in A, the 
opening item. She said no, she very much enjoyed the Ravel and would like to hear it again. Possibly it was 
the tone of the opening chords which lulled us into a mood reminiscent of other French composers, 
appropriate to a summer night. But it wasn¹t all relaxing: we were led through a long journey of contrasting 
episodes, through stormy passages to jaunty pizzicato flourishes.
However, the Quartet in A was said to be Mozart¹s favourite quartet and was so admired by Beethoven that 
he wrote his own Quartet in A copying many of its characteristics. The Ocello introduced a note of foreboding 
in the Andante and the slow movement is interesting as having a set of six variations which puts each player 
successively in the spotlight.
Unsparing of their energy, the quartet chose Mendelssohn¹s Quartet No.2 in A minor for their final item.  This 
is Mendelssohn¹s bicentenary. As Xander said in his introduction, he was the least experienced of the three
composers  but how talented! He wrote this at 18 when in love. After a slow rise and fall in the first 
movement, ardent and passionate passage followed, also a stately Tudor dance-like theme. Xander had 
some sad little recitativos, beautifully played.

 

 


